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LAMBTON COUNTY OPP DETACHMENT 2019
Message from the Detachment Commander
Greetings!
2019 was a great year. Our personnel in Lambton County
have been working hard to serve our residents. Policing everywhere, and specifically in our County, continues to be
busy. We have been actively building on our staffing, with
high quality officers transferring in, great new recruits arriving
and sadly, some of the long standing officers are retiring. We
wish them well, but will miss their wealth of experience. We
are fortunate that the Staff Sergeants in place are dedicated
& committed to serving Lambton. They are doing a great
job.
There is an ongoing opioid crisis throughout the County, and
indeed the Province. The addictions and need for money to
obtain these substances continues to cause trafficking offences, break ins, thefts and violent crime. Our Community Street Crimes Unit has done an effective job, working in conjunction with community members, to take enforcement action on
these offenders and in many cases, recovering stolen property.
Our uniform members have responded to many overdose occurrences, unfortunately some
deaths and many mental health calls, quite often with links to opioid abuse. We have established a strong working relationship with the Canadian Mental Health Association in partnership with Bluewater Health. These relationships have seen a Mental Health Crisis Nurse assigned to ride with designated uniform OPP members. These teams aid those with compromised Mental Health, providing assistance & resources at the scene, often averting Mental
Health Apprehension. In the instances where an apprehension is necessary, the Crisis Nurse is
able to streamline the process, easing the patient into the system and returning the team
back to the front line in short order.
Education of the public regarding the legalization of Recreational Cannabis for Canadians
continues, sometimes through enforcement. The government has allowed for increased marketing of this product. Impaired driving, by both drug and alcohol, continues to be a concern
in the County. Our officers remain vigilant on this front and thankfully, we have citizens who
have actively partnered with us on this by reporting impaired drivers. We will continue working toward keeping the community safe. I am pleased that most days, our individual members continue to “do ordinary things in an extraordinary way”, working as a team to have a
positive impact in the communities we serve.
C.C. (Chris) Avery
Detachment Commander

LAMBTON COUNTY OPP
DETACHMENT AREA

CALLS FOR SERVICE BILLING WORKGROUPS
Drugs Includes trafficking, production, and importation of drugs including marihuana, cocaine, heroin, crystal meth or other controlled
substances. It also includes occurrences related to indoor/outdoor
grow labs.
Drug Possession Includes all occurrences where the most serious violation is possession of marihuana, cocaine, heroin, crystal meth or other controlled substance. It also includes other minor drug related offences.
Operational Operational calls for service are non-criminal events that police attend to. These include animal complaints, non- criminal domestic disturbances, missing persons, noise complaints,
property – lost or found, sudden deaths, and assist public calls.
Operational 2 Includes false alarms, keep the peace and 911 calls/911 hang-ups. Due to the
higher frequency of these calls, they have been separated out from the ‘Operational’ category
and allocated a lower time standard. Traffic incidents are excluded.
Other Criminal Code Violations The majority of offences counted in the Other Criminal Code Offences group are criminal offences that are not directed to people or related to property. It is
similar to the group that Statistics Canada uses when reporting ‘Other Criminal Code’. These include prostitution, offensive weapons, bail violations, counterfeiting, disturb the peace, indecent
acts, breach of probation, and bribery.
Property Crime Violations This category is similar to the group that Statistics Canada uses when
reporting ‘Property Crimes’. These include arson, break and enter, theft, possession of stolen
goods, mischief, identity theft, and some frauds.
Statutes & Acts Includes provincial statutes, primarily the Mental Health Act, Landlord Tenant Act
and Trespass to property offences. It also includes custody dispute calls.
Traffic Includes motor vehicle collisions of all severities (property damage, personal injury and fatalities) and road rage incidents reported to police.
Violent Crimes The majority of offences counted in the Violent Crimes group are crimes against
persons. This category is similar to the group that Statistics Canada uses when reporting ‘Violent
Crimes’. These include homicides, attempted murders, assaults, threats and robberies.

LAMBTON RECORDS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

LAMBTON RECORDS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

LAMBTON COLLISION REPORTING SYSTEM

LAMBTON COLLISION REPORTING SYSTEM

LAMBTON CaOC (Public Complaints and Optional Categories)

LAMBTON ICON (Integrated Court Offence Network)

LAMBTON REVENUE

LAMBTON MOTOR VEHICLE COLLISION DATA

LAMBTON CRIME UNIT
The Lambton County OPP Crime Unit is responsible for investigating benchmark occurrences which include robberies, sexual assaults, attempt murder, human trafficking, criminal harassment, non-traffic death investigations and investigations
that require investigative expertise.


Lambton OPP Crime Unit is overseen by Detective Sergeant MOORE and operates with 9 members – 1 is seconded to a Criminal Investigation Branch (CIB) project while 3 are currently seconded to the Crime Unit itself.



The Lambton Crime Unit was involved in over 229 benchmark occurrences in 2019 and
laid 236 criminal charges.



The Lambton Crime Unit had the highest clearance rate for benchmark occurrences
in 2019 in all of West Region for those reporting over 20 investigations.



The Lambton Crime Unit investigated 41 sexual assault occurrences throughout the
County over 2019. From those, 6 victims declined to proceed with charges, 15 were
cleared by charges being laid, 7 of them the complaint was unfounded, 7 had insufficient evidence to proceed, 1 was found to be non-criminal, 1 was cleared by Departmental discretion in cooperation with parents of those involved, 2 were cleared by
other means and 2 remain open/still under investigation.



The Lambton Crime Unit were involved in the investigation of 72 sudden deaths from
which 4 were overdose related.



The Lambton Crime Unit investigated 8 robbery occurrences of which arrests were
made and charges laid in all of them.



The Lambton Crime members are currently involved in 7 CIB lead benchmark investigations (2 Cold Cases and 5 current).



Throughout the year, members authored countless judicial authorizations and executed several search warrants at residences for major crime investigations.



Members of the Lambton County Crime Unit continue with a Cold Case, unexplained
death investigation.



Lambton Crime Members continue to actively investigate the suspicious death of a
two month old baby in St. Clair Township.



A Crime Member has been assigned as the Coroner’s Investigator in the Coroner’s inquest involving the death of a 33 year old male in Lambton County.



A Crime Member continues to liaise with Crown counsel in preparation for an upcoming trial involving the 2018 murder of a 29 year old male.

LAMBTON COMMUNITY STREET CRIME UNIT
Lambton Community Street Crime Unit (CSCU) carried over its
success from 2018 into 2019. The statistics speak for themselves as charges, occurrences and warrant services skyrocketed. In 2019 the CSCU unit was comprised of 4 members, an
acting Detective Sergeant and 3 Detectives. The Lambton
OPP CSCU unit ran short 2 members for all of 2019. The results
speak to the commitment and work ethic of the 4 working
members.
Despite being down 2 members CSCU maintained their training and continued to assist
frontline officers with drug and property crime investigations. Each CSCU member is required to attend annual block training as well as attend training to maintain warrant entry skills. One member attended a 3 week course on mobile surveillance, complimenting
two other members with that same training

Lambton CSCU charged 127 people with a total of 612 various offences. Of the offences
laid, 456 were criminal code charges and 134 were Controlled Drugs and Substances Act
charges.
Lambton County was hit very hard with break and enters during the 2019 year. Lambton
CSCU were busy assisting frontline officers with these investigations and on occasion
would take over the larger investigations. The majority of charges laid by CSCU in 2019
were break and enter related. As a result of the various property related investigations
Lambton CSCU recovered approximately $220,000 in stolen property. A great deal of this
property was able to be returned to the proper owners.

LAMBTON COMMUNITY STREET CRIME UNIT
As property crime soared within Lambton County so too did
the drug crisis. It became evident to CSCU members that the
persons committing the property crimes were for the most
part opiate reliant drug addicts. The drug of choice appears
to be the extremely potent and sometimes fatal fentanyl.
Lambton CSCU seized a staggering $114,000 worth of fentanyl in 2019. In total CSCU seized $160,000 worth of illicit street drugs. The other major drugs
seized were $23,000 worth of methamphetamine and $20,000 worth of cocaine.
In addition to the seized property and drugs, Lambton CSCU seized over $34,000 in Canadian currency as a result of proceeds of crime. The majority of cash is seized while conducting drug investigations. If the accused is found trafficking illicit drugs the cash is
seized as it is believed to be generated from the sale of drugs.
2019 was a rewarding year for the Lambton OPP CSCU and they are looking forward to
another successful year. The coming year will be a transition year as a new Sergeant
and two new Detective Constables rotate into the Unit. The CSCU program is well established and it is hoped we will build on the successes of 2019 .

LAMBTON COMMUNITY STREET CRIME UNIT
Investigations of interest:
In December of 2018 Lambton CSCU began investigating a Sarnia
resident for trafficking fentanyl. The fentanyl trafficking was so
heavy that it was attracting many customers from the County.
On February 7, 2019 Lambton CSCU in conjunction with West Region Emergency Response Team conducted a CDSA warrant on a
residence. It yielded the following:
 1 male arrested for 12 charges
 157g of fentanyl seized (street value $80,000)
 3.4g of methamphetamine
 1.2g of cocaine
 5g of magic mushrooms
 2 Conducted Energy Weapons (tasers)
 $9,942 in cash seized

On August 22, 2019 Lambton CSCU executed a CDSA warrant at a residence in Sarnia. Once
again a Sarnia resident being investigated had ties to the County and surrounding areas.
The warrant yielded the following:
 5 people arrested and charged with 25 charges
 54g of cocaine seized valued at $5,400
 $20,000 in cash seized
 $8,000 in offence related property seized
 .32 calibre handgun
 Seizure of stolen property

On April 24, 2019 Lambton OPP CSCU executed a search warrant for stolen property in Moraviantown. The warrant was related to several break and enters that had occurred over the past few
month in Lambton County and surrounding counties.
The warrant yielded the following:
 2 people arrested and 21 charges laid, seized a pickup truck, 2 ATVs, 2 utility trailers, a motor-

cycle, numerous tools, clothing and household items (too numerous to list all the items);
 In total $170,000 in property was seized and returned to the owners;
 Many break and enters in the area were cleared off as a result of the recovered property.

LAMBTON CSO (Community Safety/Media Relations Officer)
The Lambton County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) Community Safety/Media Relations Officer (CSO) continues to
produce and distribute media releases in order to promote
crime prevention, traffic safety and to report on significant
incidents throughout Lambton County.


The CSO continues to attend elementary schools and various community events;



The CSO is active in the elementary schools delivering the OPP K.I.D.S. (Knowledge,
Issues, Decisions, Supports) Program in relation to youth and the law, peer to peer relations, online safety and drug awareness;



The CSO delivered anti-bullying awareness in addition to the K.I.D.S program;



The CSO continues to be successful in utilizing the media in capturing suspects in
break and enters and other thefts throughout the county;



The CSO was involved with local businesses and organizations collecting food and
toys for those-in-need during the Holiday Season;



The CSO was able to assist the Make-A-Wish Foundation providing an eventful day for
a child looking to become a police officer for they day;



The CSO utilized media resources to bring awareness to the Lambton OPP Vulnerable
Persons Registry;



The CSO attended a Cannabis Information night with PJFCET to bring awareness to
county partners as to what the OPP is dealing with in the province;



The CSO presented to Lambton College Paramedics in relation to Crime Scene
Awareness and Court Procedures;



The CSO is becoming more involved with the use of Twitter in order to share instant
messaging within the community.

Special Constable Chloe

LAMBTON CSO (Community Services/Media Relations Officers)

LAMBTON SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER
2019 Points of Interest


Youth directly involved in calls: 636



Total Youth Charged with an offence: 32



Total youth diverted under the YCJA: 43

Lambton OPP currently have one full time School Resource Officer (SRO). The main focus
of the School Resource Officer is to work closely with staff and students in both the County high schools, LCCVI in Petrolia and NLSS in Forest. Having an officer embedded inside
the schools on a day to day basis helps the students become familiar with, as well as develop a rapport with this officer, often on a first name basis. A quick response to all types
of incidents in the schools helps to keep small issues from turning into bigger and more
serious problems. The SRO is often called upon to problem solve and counsel students
who may have gotten off track with their classes or had poor attendance. The SRO is frequently requested to assist the Principals and Vice Principals when dealing with the parents of students to keep them involved in their children’s school lives.
The SRO also assists the 25 elementary schools in the county when called upon, often
talking to classes about social media issues and bullying. As well, the SRO assists with the
schools emergency procedures, including: lock down, fire and tornado drills.
The SRO assists front line officers with their investigations either by taking it over if it involves students or assisting with paperwork, contacting/meeting parents or serving documents relating to Rebound or YJCA issues.
The SRO works closely with the Lambton County Street Crimes Unit as well as the Lambton
County Crime Unit when serious criminal offences or drug issues are involved. The SRO often has information that assists in investigations due to their familiarization with many of
the students.

LAMBTON AUXILIARY UNIT
HISTORY / STATUS OF UNIT
The Lambton Auxiliary Unit was formed in 1994 with 10 members. Currently the Unit has an authorized complement of
20 Auxiliary Police Officers, broken down as; 1 Auxiliary Staff
Sergeant, 3 Auxiliary Sergeants and 16 Auxiliary Constable's.
The Unit has 14 active members at this time.
Mission Statement: “To provide fully trained volunteer auxiliary members to assist in the
delivery of traffic safety and community-based crime prevention initiatives and to perform police duties only in special circumstances, including an emergency that the police
officers of the OPP are not sufficiently numerous to deal with.”
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In 2019, Auxiliary members participated in a wide variety of Community events;


Fall Fairs



Bike Rodeos



Food Drives



SafeGuard Property Audits



Lock It or Lose It Promotions

and a host of other events, contributing over 750 hours to the communities in Lambton
County. In addition, spent over 1,300 hours training, and just shy of 700 hours accompanying Regular Force members on Patrol throughout the year. In total, the Lambton Auxiliary members volunteered almost 3,300 hours to the community in 2019, a 400 hour increase from 2018. 2019's focus was on Community Based Crime Prevention Initiatives,
and three members received SafeGuard Property Review Officer training. A well, the Unit
put on its first Community Safety Presentation in Oil Springs in the fall.

LAMBTON AUXILIARY UNIT
HISTORY / STATUS OF UNIT cont’d
2019 saw three new members join the Unit in August and one
more member in November, bringing the total number of
Auxiliary members to 15. There are a handful of other applicants in various stages of the recruitment process that will
hopefully make it to the end and bring the unit up to its 20 member authorized strength.

LAMBTON STAFFING UPDATES
TRANSFERRED OUT OF LAMBTON:


5 Provincial Constables

RETIREMENTS:
1 Provincial Constable



TRANSFERRED INTO LAMBTON:


2 Provincial Constables

RESIGNATION:



6 Probationary Constables





1 Civilian Member

1 Provincial Constable

LAMBTON FALSE ALARMS
Municipality

Commercial

Residential

Lambton Shores

40

80

ST Clair Township

75

55

Dawn-Euphemia

3

5

Plympton-Wyoming

45

39

Brooke-Alvinston

10

8

Warwick

31

7

Enniskillen

3

7

Petrolia

48

8

Oil Springs

0

0

255

209

TOTAL

MENTAL HEALTH ENGAGEMENT
& RESPONSE TEAM (MHEART)
Our Mental Health Engagement & Response Team (MHEART)
is now up and running. A Registered Nurse with 12 years’ experience with the Canadian Mental Health Association has
been assigned to Lambton County OPP. This Nurse brings a great deal of knowledge
and experience to the program and will be huge benefit to Lambton OPP
The mandate of the MHEART program is for a team of Officer & Nurse to respond to MHA
calls and to follow up with any MHA calls/referrals from outside the normal working hours
of the Nurse. The ultimate goal of this program is to reduce the amount of MHA apprehensions by providing the necessary resources to the individual in crisis at the scene and
set up these resources to provide the appropriate follow up. If a MHA apprehension is
the appropriate course of action, the Nurse is able to complete the assessment at the
scene or enroute to Bluewater Health thus increasing the likelihood of admission at hospital and decreasing the overall wait times for police.
The Nurse will be assigned to the designated MHEART Officer (two officers from each platoon that have completed the Crisis Intervention Training and have been identified by
Detachment Management) and will ride-along to calls in the cruiser with that officer during her scheduled hours. She will be traveling with her laptop and has the capability to
check the medical records/patient history of the individual in crisis from a variety of different databases to assist the police in determining the best course of action for the person suffering from a mental health issue. This information will greatly assist Lambton officers attending these types of calls for service to understand the background of the individual and what current treatment the individual is receiving.

LEGALIZATION OF CANNABIS
Driving—Highway Traffic Act

Amendments to the Highway Traffic Act, which came into
effect on July 1, 2018, establish tougher impaired driving laws including zero-tolerance
sanctions for young, novice and commercial motor vehicle drivers where the presence
of drugs are detected by the approved drug screening equipment.
Zero tolerance sanctions do not apply if the individual (young/novice/commercial driver) is authorized to use cannabis for a medical purpose.
Source: https://www.ontario.ca/page/cannabis-legalization

CANNABIS FACTS

CANNABIS FACTS

DRUG-IMPAIRED DRIVING

LOCK IT OR LOSE IT

PHONE / DOOR THREAT

HUMAN TRAFFICING

As part of the Provincial Strategy to End Human Trafficking, the Government of Ontario passed the Anti-Human Trafficking Act in May 2017. This Act increased protection for survivors of human trafficking, making it easier for survivors to pursue compensation. The Act proclaimed February 22 of each year as Human Trafficking Awareness Day in Ontario.

SAFEGUARD ONTARIO

CITIZEN SELF REPORTING TOOL

LAMBTON CONTACT INFORMATION
OPP CALLS FOR SERVICE:
When you need to report an incident or wish to speak with an officer, these numbers will connect you to the nearest OPP Communications Centre throughout Ontario.
1-888-310-1122

1-888-310-1133 (TTY)

9-1-1 EMERGENCY

If you call 9-1-1 for an emergency:







Give your exact location. Include address and town or city as this will enable call taker to either handle the information or transfer you to the proper 9-1-1 centre.
Give your telephone number including the area code.
Advise the nature of your call.
Listen to the call takers instructions - depending on the location and type of incident, you may
be transferred.
Stay on the line until advised to hang up.

DETACHMENT HOURS / CONTACT INFO:

Lambton OPP
Petrolia Detachment

Main Admin
Centre

St. Clair Township

(Satellite)

Grand Bend

(Summer only)

Point Edward

(Municipal)

4224 Oil Heritage Rd.
P.O. Box 400
Petrolia, ON
N0N 1R0
392 Lyndoch Street,
Corunna, ON
N0N 1G0
58 Main Street
Grand Bend, ON
N0M 1T0
102 St. Clair Street
Point Edward, ON
N7V 1N7

519-882-1011
519-882-1014
fax

Mon – Fri
8-4 pm

519-862-4680
519-862-1544
fax
519-238-2345

Mon – Thurs &
every other Friday
8-4 pm
Summer

519-336-8691
519-336-5011
fax

Mon – Thurs &
every other Friday
8-4 pm

CALLING THE DETACHMENT:


When calling the detachment at the above numbers you will receive an automated greeting.



Press 1 if you need to report an incident or speak with an officer.



Press 2 if you wish to speak with the administrative personnel during the above noted business
hours.

After hours you may leave a non-urgent message that will be followed-up on the next business
day.
OUTSIDE PHONE * If you attend an office and the doors are locked or it is after hours – please pick
up the phone outside of the detachment and you will be connected directly to the OPP Communications Centre.

LAMBTON CONTACT INFORMATION cont’d
CRIMINAL RECORD CHECKS:
For a complete list of requirements and information on how to apply for Criminal Record Checks,
Police Information Checks and Police Vulnerable Sector Checks click the link below;
Ontario Provincial Police | Criminal Record Checks
CANADIAN ANTI-FRAUD CENTRE:
The Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre (CAFC) is the central agency in Canada that collects information and criminal intelligence on such matters as mass marketing fraud (i.e.: telemarketing),
advance fee fraud (i.e.: West African letters), Internet fraud and identification theft complaints.
If you wish to report a fraud or require information on a possible fraud contact the Canadian antifraud centre;
Phone: 1-888-495-8501 OR E-mail: info@antifraudcentre.ca
CRIME STOPPERS:
You may contact Crime Stoppers from anywhere in Ontario at 1-800-222-8477, or by leaving an
anonymous Web-Tip at TipSoft - Web Tips Submission
CITIZENS SELF REPORTING:
You have the option to report select occurrences to the OPP from your computer or mobile device using the OPP’s Citizen Self Reporting system.
Use this system to report:
1. Lost/missing property under $5,000
2. Stolen license plates or validation stickers
3. Theft from a vehicle under $5,000
4. Mischief/damage to a vehicle under $5,000
5. Mischief/damage to property (other than a vehicle) under $5,000
6. Theft under $5,000
7. Driving Complaint
FRONTLINE SUPPORT UNIT (FSU):
The Frontline Support Unit (FSU) program is a differential response strategy that focuses on call
management. This includes responsibility for the OPP’s Citizen Self-Reporting (CSR) system which is
an online police reporting system for members of the public to report specific occurrences directly to the OPP via the Internet. The FSU model will offer a call handling alternative for select calls
for service allowing the deployment of resources to critical incidents or member engagement in
proactive police activities. Through the use of technology, the OPP continues to improve our processes and service delivery in support of its vision.

LAMBTON COUNTY OPP
4224 Oil Heritage Road
Petrolia, ON N0N 1R0
519.882.1011 ph.
519.882.1014 fax

